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position of Eire during the Second World War may be regarded as a
precedent, but by that date the link with the Crown had already
been severed to all purposes. Eire remained neutral throughout the
war. It was, however, the fact that on the outbreak of war formal
declarations of war were made on diiferent dates by members of the
Commonwealth. Canada did not formally declare war on Germany
until seven days after the United Kingdom. On September 10, 1939,
a separate formal declaration of war on Germany was made by the
King on the advice of his Canadian Ministers following the accep-
tance by the Canadian Parliament of an address from the Throne.
On September 3, 1939, Australian Ministers met in Melbourne and
the Cabinet approved a notification that a state of war existed with
Germany. A different procedure was followed by Australia in 1941
in declaring war against Japan. War was declared by the Governor-
General under powers specially assigned to him by the King acting
on the exclusive advice of the Australian Government. On Sep-
tember 6, 1939, the Governor-General of South Africa issued a
proclamation notifying a state of war with Germany. It is thus
difficult to contend that a declaration of war by the Government of
the United Kingdom would bind the other members of the Common-
wealth without their governments making separate declarations.
Such declarations, being by the Crown, could not extend to India or
Pakistan.
A Member of the Commonwealth can make a declaration of inde- Secession,
pendence which for international validity requires a treaty or some
form of recognition. When Burma was granted independence by
the decision of the United Kingdom Government in 1947, she elected
not to remain within the Commonwealth and section 1 of the Burma
Independence Act, 1947, gave effect to this choice. Burma's relation-
ship with the members of the Commonwealth is therefore limited to
treaty obligations. In the case of Eire's decision in 1949 to sever all
ties with the United Kingdom which she effected by statute in her
Parliament, the new status was expressly recognised by the subse-
quent enactment of the Ireland Act, 1949, by the Parliament of the
United Kingdom. In a more limited sphere the question of the right
of Western Australia to secede from the Commonwealth of Australia
and resume its position as a unitary Dominion was considered in
1934* As the law stands, this secession could only be effected by an
Act of the Imperial Parliament, even since the Commonwealth has
adopted the Statute of Westminster,1 The Imperial Parliament took
the view that such a matter could only be considered on the initiative
of the Commonwealth. In effect the State was told that its consti-
tutional rights were as a matter of constitutional practice limited
by the federal system,
1 P. 468, ante.